
















INTRODUCTION

This is the eleventh annual commercial fisheries management report
since the State assumed control of the fisheries in 1960.

The report gives a brief description of the 1970 fishery and summarizes
historical catch, escapement and related data on each species harvested by
the commercial fishery. The report is compiled primarily for use as a ref
ference source for management purposes.

The Prince ~Iillial11 Sound BY'ea comprises all of the drainages entering
the Gulf of Alaska between Cape Suckling and Cape Fairfield. The area
includes Controller Bay (Bering River), Prince William Sound, Copper River
and several smaller rivers entering the CoppeY' River delta and the Gulf of
Alaska (see FIGURE 1).

The economy of the Prince William Sound communities depends almost
entirely on the commercial fishery and related activities. The base of
the major fishery activity is Cordova and, to a lesser extent, Valdez.

Fisheries of the area harvest five species of salmon, three species
of crab, herring, herring spawn on kelp, halibut and razor clams. Salmon
is the most important fishery resource harvested with pinks the most import
ant followed by reds, chums, cohos and kings. The average annual wholesale
value of all fishery products from the Prince William Sound Area is approx
imately $10,000,000. The value to fishermen of fish and shellfish landed in
1970 was about $5,013,980.

Three types of salmon net gear and troll gear are used to harvest·
salmon from the area. Drift gill nets are the most num~rous and are used
in the Bering River, Copper River, Eshamy, Coghill and Unakwik districts.
Purse seines are second in abundance and are fished in all districts of
Prince William Sound except Eshamy. A small number of set gill nets are
fished in the Eshamy district.

In 1970 three major canneries and five smaller operations processed
salmon in the area. One of these custom canned salmon for two other major
processors. Two major operations processed king, tanner and Dungeness
crab in 1970. TABLE 1 lists fishery operators for the Cordova area.

A staff of six biologist~ one technician, one engineer and approx
imately 20 seasonal aides conduct the research and management programs of
the Prince William Sound fisheries.
























































































































































































































































